actinic 


ew 


SAORI ey 


Vale Sp #2 
— = 


ag 
if 
iy 
4 


%. 


+ So 


a Ses 





Pp 
5 


rare anaes 





THE 


DRUMBEAT 
Student media since 1927 
™ “ Tyler Junior College 


Vol. 89 








Issue 11 





TJC 'Disenchanted!' 
Page 5 





Women's History 
Page 2 








Scan here for digital access 
to The DrumBeat 





March 19 - April 1, 2021 








Photo Illustration by Chris Swann. 


According to an official email, Tyler Junior College will continue COVID health safety protocols past the March 10 mask mandate repeal issued by Gov. Greg Abbott. This includes required 


masks, social distancing and more. 


By Marie Salazar 
Social Media Editor 


face coverings, physical distancing, appropriate sanitizing 
and staying at home if not feeling well or if you have been 


However, some students disagree with Abbott’s decision. 
“T do not agree with Gov. Abbot’s lifting of the mask 


ov. Greg Abbott announced his decision to open 

Texas 100% and to remove the statewide mask 

mandate starting March 10 despite the concerns 
from many. This decision has left Texas divided, and Tyler 
Junior College students to wonder what this meant for the 
campus. 

After a few days of deliberation, TJC released an email to 
students that said, “TJC leadership provided full and careful 
consideration of the executive order and has determined — 
the College will continue its current health and safety 
protocols as related to COVID-19, These include required 


exposed to COVID-19." 

According to the Clery Reports posted by TJC, from Jan. 
5 to March 5, TJC has had a total of 41 confirmed COVID 
cases. 

Students on campus have been vocal on their opinions 
regarding the mask mandate being lifted. 

“Tm in a neutral position, but I feel it’s right for him to 
give the people a choice of whether they want to or not," 
freshman Jatavian Kellum said. "Now, if some businesses 
don't allow people in who don't have a mask that will cause 
a problem of itself. I believe we as the people should have a 
choice.” 


mandate. As of March 3, Texas is the 47th state in Vaccines. 
Everything is big in Texas, except vaccine doses being 
handed out. COVID is a real threat to us and we are not 
treating it like it is,” freshman Matthew Craig said. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention COVID data tracker, as of March 17, Texas 
has administered 8,472,055 vaccine doses with almost 5.7 
million vaccinated with at least one dose. 

According to the New York Times, Texas holds a total of 
2.7 million reported cases and 46,704 total deaths. 

“We are in a pandemic and to lift the mandate is ridiculous 
due to 93% not being vaccinated,” Craig said. “Texas holds 





Apache Belles performs to lift 
TJC's spirits during pandemic 





Photo by McKinley Gregg : 
Julianna Tamayo, sophomore Apache Belle, talks 
about her time as a Belle. The Apache Belles will 
perform their spring show March 25, 2 ) and 27. 
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By McKinley Gregg 
Contributing Writer 


The Tyler Junior College Apache Belles 
Spring Show will be at 7 p.m. March 25 and 
2 p.m. and 7 p.m. on the 26 and 27 at the 
new Rogers Palmer Performing Arts Center 
on the TJC Campus. Families and others 
planning to attend must be in groups of four 
to six and wait outside the auditorium. Each 
group will have printed tickets they will 
show the door holder as they enter. At the 
time of entrance each person's temperature 
will be taken. Everyone will be required 
to wear masks and each group will be 
separated by an empty row of seats. 

This year's sophomore Apache Belles will 
have their first show and are taking extra 
precautions to ensure all COVID-19 safety 
regulations are followed. 

This year's spring show, titled “Where 
the Light is,’ is centered around having and 
creating hope during a time of darkness. 

“Not only is our show referring to the 


Belles continued on Page 3 
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PATHway to Comfort provides 
food to the Tyler community 


By Andrea Valdez 


Broadcast Director 


Tyler Junior College and People 
Attempting to Help have partnered to work 
with students and bring them resources 
through a new PATHway to Comfort 
program. One of the main resources this 
offers is a food pantry on campus. 





Photo by Chris Swann 
PATHway to Comfort offers many services to TJC students, 


including a food pantry and access to outside resources. 


A volunteer from PATH as well as 
student volunteers on campus run the 
food pantry. The food pantry offers non- 
perishable items such as canned food, 
snacks, produce, and also has hygiene 
products. PAT Hway to Comfort is located 
by Claridge Hall on the corner of Lake 
Street and Baxter, and hours of operation 
for the food pantry are 10:30 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
on Wednesdays. 

“Our PATH volunteer that 
we have there she is very well 
trained, she knows about a lot 
of resources in the community 
and all of PAT'H’s services,” 
PATH Operations Manager 
Michael Vasquez said. 

PAT Hway to Comfort 
began operation on TJC’s main 
campus in mid-January. This 
program offers students a food 
pantry while also informing 
them of additional PATH 
resources. If students need ~ 
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Katherine Johnson was a NASA mathenmal oe nnd Eau who 
performed calculations during astronaut John Glenn’s j journey into Earth's 
orbit, as well as later Apollo missions and the Space Shuttle program, 
according to nasa.gov. Johnson was born in 1918 in White Sulphur 
Springs, West Virginia, and attended historically Black West Virginia 
State College, graduating with a bachelor’s degree in mathematics in 1937. 
Johnson worked for NASA from 1953 to 1986 as one of the first women 
and African Americans to contribute to America’s endeavors into space 
travel. In 2015, she was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 
nation’s highest civilian honor, by former President Barack Obama for her 
achievements. Johnson died in February 2020 at the age of 101. 





Photo from nasa.gov 


at the age of 98. 


Entertainment: 


Ava DuVernay 





sy Madison Heiser 
Editor-in-Chief 


arch is nationally recognized as Women’s History Month, 
- and educate individuals about 
the achievements of influential women throughout history, 
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history. [o commemorate this month, this 
figures for their accomplishments 
M (science, technology, engineering and 
nment, activism and politics. 


especially American 
feature celebrates five female 
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activist and writer who rose 
to prominence inthe. 
1960s and 70s for her 
involvement in civil rights 
issues, particularly the 


Black prison system and 
. Kamala Harris currently serves as the vice 


president of the U.S. under President Joe Biden 
after her inauguration in January 2021. According 
to whitehouse.gov, Harris was born in 1964 


in Oakland, California, and attended Howard 


police issues in America, 
according to history.com 
Davis was born in 1944 
in Birmingham, Alabama, 


witnessing segregation 





during her childhood as well as 


racially-motivated attacks such as the Photo from elle.com Fo 

1963 Birmingham church bombing. She,was San Francisco in 2003 and later Attorney General 
charged with conspiracy i in a murder case in 1970; but was acquitted of California in 2010. She served aS a California 

in 1972. Davis now serves as a Distinguished Professor Emeritus at Senator from 2017 until her election as vice 

the University of California, Santa C Ae and has written several books P resident. Upon her inauguration, Farris became the 
including “Women, Race, and Class,” “Are Prisons Obsolete?” and “The first African American and the first woman to serve 


as vice president of the U.S. 


Meaning of Freedom: And Other Difficult Dialogues.” 





Politics: Kamala Harris 


University and the University of California to pursue 
a law degree. Harris was elected District Attorney of 


Photo from britannica.com 
Art: Georgia O'Keeffe 


Georgia O’Keeffe was a 20th century artist whose oil paintings helped pioneer 

the American Modernist movement, according to the Georgia O'Keeffe Museum. 
O'Keeffe was born in 1887 in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, and attended both the Art 
Institute of Chicago and the Art Students League in New York. During her time in 
school, O’Keeffe developed her own abstract style and saw her work first exhibited 
in 1916. O’Keeffe commonly painted scenes of skyscrapers, flowers and later natural 
landscapes from America and abroad. According to culturetrip.com, O’Keeffe’s art 
has been exhibited in numerous museums including the National Gallery of Art, the 
Art Institute of Chicago and the Cleveland Museum of Art. O’Keeffe died in 1986 


Ava DuVernay is a director, writer 

and producer whose projects include 
“Selma,” “13th,” “A Wrinkle in Time” 
and “When They See Us.” A number 

of DuVernay’s critically acclaimed 
projects have focused on racial history 
and disparity in the U.S. According 

to womenshistory.org, DuVernay was 
born in 1972 in Long Beach, California, 
and studied English and African 
American Studies from the University 
of California, Los Angeles. DuVernay 
was the first Black woman to win Best 
Director at the Sundance Film Festival 
and is currently the highest grossing 
Black female director in history. She has 
been nominated for numerous awards 
including several Emmy awards, a 


Golden Globe and an Academy Award. 





Photo from Elle.com 





Gov. Greg Abbott visits Tyler concerning Senate Bill 12 


By Brianna Murphy 
News Editor 


\, 





Texas Gov. Greg Abbott and Sen. Bryan 
Hughes announced support of Senate Bill 12 
at a recent press conference in the Tyler Plaza 
Tower. 

Hughes created and introduced Senate Bill 
12 to protect Texas citizens from censorship on 
social media platforms. “There is a dangerous 
movement that’s spreading across the country 
to try and silence conservative ideas [and] 
religious beliefs,” Abbot said. 

Texans across the state will be affected 
in reserving a right that other states do not 
possess within their constitution. “This is going 
to protect Texans' free speech and get them 
back online,” Hughes said. Additionally, many 
Texans in support of the new bill believe social 
media companies are bias toward conservative 
opinions. “Social media tech companies are 
using their tools to silence conservative speech 
on their platforms,” Abbot said. 

Senate Bill 12 is designed to allow Texans 
to assert their first amendment right on social 
media sites such as Twitter or Facebook. 

Abbot said Senate Bill 12 will “allow any 
Texan who has been canceled, censored, or 
de-platformed to file a lawsuit against Twitter, 
Facebook, or any of these other companies.” 

According to Section 5 of Senate Bill 12, 

the act will take effect starting Sept. 1. “These 
social media companies are common carriers 
and they have chosen to enter into that 
business, and they cannot discriminate against 
people in violation of the first amendment,” 


en “Ane, mage 


Photo by Chris Swann 
Texas Gov. Greg Abboit, left, addresses reporters in Tyler about Senate Bill 12. Sen. 
Bryan Hughes, right, joins him in support of the proposed bill that addresses censorship 


on social media. Ue j 





speech will not be canceled.” 


Hughes said. 

The bill focuses on protecting conservative 
speech and allowing citizens of Texas to 
sue social media platforms over censorship. 
“Conservative speech cannot be canceled in 
the state of Texas,” Abbott said. 

With Donald Trump’s recent ban from 
Twitter, many conservatives believe their 
freedom of speech is being attacked on big 
tech platforms. 

“No one should exclude you because of your 
viewpoint,” Hughes said. Abbott said that 
social media platforms have evolved into the 
"modern day public square" for citizens. “Now 
people are going to Facebook and Twitter to 
talk about their political ideas,” Abbott said. 

Senate Bill 12 allows Texans to “share 
their viewpoints so that there can be a robust 
conversation on all of these platforms about 
our political viewpoints,” Abbott said. The 
legislation will coincide with Section 230, 
the Communications Decency Act. “Gov. 
Abbott's legal team just filed a brief in the 
Supreme Court making it clear that under 
Section 230, states have the right to protect 
free speech,” Hughes said. 

Texans may feel suppressed through online 
censorship, and Senate Bill 12 targets those 


affected by social media regulations. “We 


believe the way the law is written, the [federal] 
protection does not keep them immune from 
the type of lawsuit Senator Hughes’ law 
provides,” Abbot said. “We are making sure _ 
these companies will be forced to comply with 
Sen. Hughes’ bill to ensure Texans’ conservative 
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Amanda Storer: An exploration of therapy, education 


By Jessica King 
Staff Writer 


XS East Texas Children’s Therapy Clinic, 
the atmosphere resembles a play 
ground more than a medical center. Young 
patients scoot around the hallways, play 
super heroes, and share stories about school, 
all while at physical therapy. ‘That’s the 
environment that Amanda Storer, physical 
therapist assistant and professor of physical 
therapy at Tyler Junior College, creates 

and the passion that she pours into her 
occupation. 

Storer’s Career in physical therapy began 
with an assignment her senior year to 
write an essay about an occupation she: was 
interested in pursuing. In the interest of 
working in pediatrics, she dove into the world 
of pediatricians, but everything fell flat for 
her. Boring. So Storer she went to her teacher 
for advice, which lead to an aptitude test. 
“Suited for physical therapy,” the results said. 

Unsure of where her passion lied, she 
explored physical therapy. Storer did 
her research through conversations and 
shadowing with a physical therapist in 
Henderson, Texas her hometown and where 
she attended high school. The simple paper 
quickly turned into direction for Storer. Her 
pursuit of a career in physical therapy was 
based on the paper, Storer said. 

After graduating with her bachelor’s in 
physical therapy from Centenary College in 
Louisiana, she applied to various physical 
therapy schools while taking a gap year to 
work at Disney World as a merchandise 
hostess in the Disney College Program. 
During her year in Orlando, she received 
acceptance to Texas ‘Tech’s Physical Therapy 
program, but again, everything fell. 

“I was very unhappy in Lubbock. My 


parents told me that it was probably because 








Photo courtesy of Dallas Morning News 


People protest Abbott's decision to reopen 
Texas. However, some encourage Abbot in 
his mandate. Note; this photo shows Abbott 
delivering a speech at a Lubbock restaurant. 


I had just spent time at the happiest place on 
earth and now was in Lubbock. J had to make 


the decision to stay for two and a half more 


years and be miserable or try something else,” 


Storer said. 
Her experience at Texas Tech was sculpted 


by her instructors infamous first words, “look 


around, half of these people will not be here 
by the end of the program.” 

Storer recallsat was as if the directors were 
setting the students up to fail. “Let’s see who 
we can get to fail the fastest,” Storer said. 


Storer decided it was time to say "goodbye" 


to Lubbock and head home to Henderson, 


where she learned about the physical therapist 


assistant program at Kilgore College. She 
applied and was accepted. 

“It was so much better. So much more 
encouraging and helpful,” Storer said. 

She explains her instructors at Kilgore 
College were drastically different than her 
instructors at Tech, beginning with the class 


introduction: “look around, there is no reason 


that every one of you should not be here by 
the end of this program.” 

The encouragement she received from her 
professors, Storer said, shaped her to be a 
better educator. 

“I strive to be motivating and available to 
my students now like my director was then,” 
Storer said. 

Storer has been employed as a professor 


of physical therapy for five years, being an 


adjunct for three and full-time for two. She is 
also working to earn her master’s in education 


from the University of Texas at Tyler, which 
she will graduate with in May. 

Storer’s inspiration for diving into 
education was taking in physical therapy 
students for 6-week one-on-one clinical 
observations as a clinical instructor. She said 
because of the students who shadowed her, 
she always looked to move toward teaching. 


From Page 1 


the third most deaths due to COVID-19 
and lifting the mandate will only ensure 

that the numbers will rise. Masks help us 
protect ourselves from others to stop the 

number of cases. There is no need to pull 
the risk of raising the chances of getting 

this deadly virus.” 

Craig said he planned to continue 
wearing a mask. “] 100% will wear a mask 
even if I am not required to. I am very 
thankful for many companies and TJC to 
take the stand to mandate masks while 
our representatives in Texas fail to see the 
importance.” 

Others remain indifferent, about the 
situation. 

“T personally don't care. The mask never 


PATH: PATH helping East Texas for 35 years 


From Page 1 


additional resources, the PATH volunteer 
will redirect them to the main location. 
Vasquez wanted more people in the 
community, specifically TJC students, to 
know about what PATH offers. 

“There have been a couple of food 
pantries that have been started by different 
groups and TJC really needed a partner 
that could really help with more of the 
things like what Michael was talking 
about and the additional resources that the 
community has and it’s a more sustainable 
program to do with PATH,” Director 
of Public Affairs and Media Relations 
Rebecca Sanders said: 

PATH started in the early 1980s by 
East Texas native Gertrude Windsor, who 
wanted to bring people together through 
the power of service. By 1985, PATH 
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opened its doors and to this day continues 
its mission to restore hope and to empower 
families in the community needing 
assistance. 

“PATH has actually been in operation 
for 35 years, and we offer programs that 
really offer hope to some of the families 
seeking assistance and really just empower 
them, as well,” Vasquez said. 

Through PATH, volunteers can provide 
services such as assistance with utility, 
prescription, dental, rent and mortgage 
assistance, transitional housing program, 
food pantry and child mentoring services. 
Each resource has a specific way to help 
that is tailored to every person. They 
are also working with partners in the 
community, such as the Salvation Army, 
East Texas Food Bank, 903 Help and more 
to provide additional services that are not 


offered at PATH. 
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u McMicheal, sophomore Apache Belle and 


_ what the organization has gone through. 


had no idea what was Ons, next and sO” 


where I could go if I could get an education,” 
Storer said. 

Storer has since traveled all across the globe, 
not only for recreational purposes, but to 
serve others. Storer has traveled:'to Bulgaria, 
Japan, and Sierra Leone, Africa to perform 
physical therapy and provide treatment for 
children whose families do not have access to 
health care. She is also on staff with Autism \ 
on Seas, which combines all of her passions: 
advocating for children; for patients and their 
families, providing education and resources 
for families, and traveling. 

Storer’s best piece of advice for aspiring 
physical therapists is to “get involved. That 
will make your career more satisfying.” 


So, she hopped on by being a lab assistant 
and climbing the totem pole to the full-time 
position she holds now. Storer, in addition 

to her career, is a devout Christian. She said 
the ability to have a local mission field where 
she can show her students the grace and love 
Jesus in their education is what she loves 
most about teaching at TJC. 

“T get to serve [the students] in a way that 
keeps God in the center of my life,” Storer 
said. She notes that one of her favorite parts 
of being an instructor is establishing post- 
graduate relationships with her students that 
allow her to continue to lead them to look up 
to God in the same way they look up to her. 

And her passion has not gone unnoticed. 

“Having Ms. Storer as a teacher has 
made me realize that my dreams of being a 
traveling PTA is attainable. She has really 
inspired me to not set any limits on where 
I go or what I’m able to do to help others,” 
said Bailey Richardson, a first-year physical 
therapist assistant student at TJC. 

Further, among all of her professions that 
fill up her calendar daily, Storer is an avid 
traveler. 

“Traveling is actually how I destress,” Storer 
said. “It’s something to look forward to and 
break everything up.” 

Storer’s love for exploration began with 
a trip to Disney World when she was eight 
with her mother. From that trip on, most of 
Storer’s childhood was spent road tripping 
across the country and camping because her 
mother could not afford hotels as a single 
parent. 

“T’ve always had a travel bug,” Storer said. 

But it was Storer’s high school graduation 
trip to Cozumel that would inspire her 
travels and her pursuit of a college education, 
in which she was the first in-her family to 
receive. 

“If my single mom could do it, imagine 





Photo courtesy of Amanda Storer 


Amanda Storer is a full-time physical therapist 
assistant, professor of Physical Therapy at 
TJC. Storer has been a physical therapist 
assistant for 14 years and a self proclaimed 
obsessor of Disney. 





Masks: |'JC students comment on Gov. Abbott's decision 


stopped it, and people do-what they want. 
I mean I’ve lost a close one due to COVID 
and he wore the mask the entire time. It’s 
all a matter of life or death and whose turn 
is it to die,” sophomore Aracely Castillo 
said. the managers. 

The CDC states,”Masks are a simple One prime example of this is from an 
barrier to help prevent your respiratory article written by The Washington Post 
droplets from reaching others. Studies that states, “Retail workers have béen 
show that masks reduce the spray of punched in the face, suffered broken 
droplets when worn over the nose and limbs and, in the case of a security guard 
mouth. COVID-19 spreads mainly from at a Family Dollar store in Michigan, 
person to person through respiratory killed while trying to enforce mask 
droplets. Respiratory droplets travel into requirements.” 
the air when you cough, sneeze, talk, shout ‘This has been an issue throughout 
or sing. These droplets can then landin the _ the past couple of months. Which leads 
mouths or noses of people who are near workers to fear the worst considering the 
you or they may breathe these droplets in.” | mandate has been lifted. 

Though Abbot removed the mask — 


mandate, the decision to wear a mask is up 
to the residents. This leaves local businesses 
to decide if they plan to continue to 
enforce it or not, which many see as a 
possible issue for not only the workers but 
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Photo courtesy of tjc.edu 


The theme of the Belles show is "Where the Light is." This is to give positive vibes to everyone 
during the pandemic. Note; this photo showcases a past performance. 


Belles: Group will perform after year hiatus 


known show in decades due to COVID-19. 
“Our Belle Gold and alumni always talk 
about how wonderful spring show is and 
last year we weren't able to experience that 
as freshmen," Tamayo said. "So we are really 
looking forward to show the love we have 
for this organization and school rote our 
performance." 
Alaina Gunn, freshman Apache Belle, said 
the Apache Belles have been known to bring 
light to the community for many years. 


From Page 1 


dark times experienced during COVID-19, 
it is also a reference to the darkness people 
feel within themselves such as depression., 
anxiety, fear and much more and the hope 
we have to overcome these dark times,” Katy 


head dance captain, said. 
McMicheal said the dance will represent 





“With going through the pandemic, we . 
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FREE IN-HOME 
DESIGN CONSULTATION 
CALL TODAY 


“Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit ane per household, Must be first time purchase. 
Minimum spend amount applies. Financing subject to third party credit approval. Some 
Aosnichig options cannot be combined with other offers and may require minimum monthly 
payments, All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See ediitntteaes. trates com 
for other daaben|s and far fic ory warranty, arid company information, CSLB 8982796: 
Suffolk NY: 55431H'NYC:HIC 2022748-DCA, Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY, 
We stch ester N Y, Putnam NY, Rockland NY. 


newshowerdeal. pain /atate | 877-514-4075 
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© StatePoint Media 
_Fillin the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every 
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9. 





ACROSS 


1. Turkey trot, e.g. 

6. Dadaist Jean 

9.% Crew: 
Milwaukee Brewers 
fan base 

13. Poppy seed 
derivative 

14. Afghan monetary 
unit 

15. Hotel room 
option 

16. Category of 
artistic composition 
17. Between 
northeast and east 
18. Relating to pond 
scum 


19. *Babe Ruth’s first" 


major league team 
DAS cea ae 
sport 

23. Dog command 
24. Bald eagle’s home 
25. Witchy woman 
28. Back wound? 

30. Siskel or Ebert 
35. Smoothing 
appliance 


“37, Distinctive fair 


DOWN 

1. *Eat a hot one at 
the game 

2. Copycat 

3. *Number of 
standard baseball 
positions 

4, Miss Muffet’s meal 
5. Vomiting | 
6. Highest point 

7. *Scoring unit 

8. Annapolis frosh 
9. Tulip’s early stage 
10. Capital of Latvia 
11. Et alibi (2 words) 
12. Water source 

15. Bacchus’ 
attendants 


20. Weasel's aquatic 


cousin 

22. *Baseball 
trajectory 

24. Diver’s edible 
reward 

25. Muslim woman's 
headscarf 

26. Caribbean island 
destination 

27. Gained access to 
(2 words) 

29. Hoppy beers 

31. Individual unit 


| 41. Archeologists am 
find ; 


49. Certain John’s or--- - 


39. Stomata, sing. 4 
AQ. Burlap fiber a 


43, Estimated arrivals — 4 
44. Discompose | q 
46. Cobbler’s concern | 
47. Merlin or Gandalf 
48. *B in RBI 

50. Close by i 
52. Spade for stony 4 
ground 

53. Karl of politics 
55. Between ready 
and go 

57. *Left, center or y 
right one 7 
61. *Yankees’ only #4 4 
64. Blastfromthe = | 
past , 
65. Crew tool 

67. Helped 

69. ones time, 
past tense 

70. Schiller’s poem 
71. Express contempt 
72. What Simon does 
73. Cut grass 

74. Intoxicating 


ate states adie ase sop src 
4 ced ppaits jot. putt sii ‘aki ies 








32. Bottom line 

33. Idealized image 
34, "Katie. or 
Caan (he Bat 

36. Empty when kids 
leave 

38. World's longest 
river 

42. Cut it out i 
45. Moved a flock of 4 
sheep 
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Jane's last name 

51. Re-use old ideas 
54. Car sound, to a 
toddler 

56. Trinity 

57. Small door- 
opening devices 7 
58. One of the | 
hipbones, pl. 
59. Whirlpool 
60. “Big Little =” 7a 
61. What Jack’s i 
beanstalk did | q 
62. It comes to mind a 


ne See 


Se el 


ee ee 


63. Turned to the 4 


right, like a horse 7 
66. Commotion or = 
fuss 

68. Wine quality 


Crossword and Sudoku solutions 
will be online at thedrumbeat.com. 
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By Chris Crymes | mT 
Entertainment Editor 
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Putting a theatrical production together is an arduous task even when the world 
| is in peak conditions. Casting actors, rehearsals, set building, costume design and 
ve practically an endless amount of other worries all must be taken care of and ironed 
Mi out before final tech rehearsals. Add a COVID-19 pandemic to the mix and TJC 
theatre’s annual spring musical seems out of reach; however, the theatre department 
f has worked to bring students a new musical: “Disenchanted!” 

Initially, director Denise Weatherly-Green had chosen “Nevermore,” a mainstage 
musical centered around Edgar Allen Poe, but then COVID struck. So, Weatherly- 
Green postponed this large-scale musical production and chose “Disenchanted!” 
instead. . 
| “So why ‘Disenchanted!’ in its place? Because we have an abundance of talented 

ae females (although I have thrown in a tiny bit of cross gender casting), and I adore 
the concept of this show,” Weatherly-Green said. 
She and assistant directors Aidan Wilt and Rylie Patrick are excited to bring this 
concept of, according to Weatherly-Green, “a lighthearted, jovial romp through 
the lives of our classic female heroines.” This reimagining also strikes home for 
Weatherly-Green. 
“Having raised my girls on Disney. So, I get a real kick out of the women in 
_ this show. They are who I'd want my girls to embody, not the damsels in distress,” 
Weatherly-Green said. 

With this in mind, the production has to be done within COVID-19 safety 
measures, which, for theatre, this comes with its drawbacks. 

“Theatre is probably the most intimate form of art. Because of this, it makes it 
hard to keep everyone safe,” Wilt said, “We've had to stage scenes, solos and whole 
dance numbers while keeping our performers at least six feet apart.” 

‘These setbacks have come in a litany of forms for the aspiring theatrical team, but 
they won't be kept down. 

“It’s a struggle for sure, but it also has forced us and the rest of the crew to come 
up with creative solutions to problems that would never arise in the pre-COVID 
world,” Patrick said. 

But, according to Wilt and Patrick, there is a silver lining surrounding these 
procedures. 

“With our safety measures in place and even the blocking set up, we can have fun 
and still feel safe. I don’t have to go to rehearsal with a subtle fear in the back of my Photo by Chris Crymes 
head that I'll get sick,” Wilt said. 

The COVID precautions are also in place for the audience It’s for this reason 
that seating for the show is first going to students enrolled in a theatre or theatre 
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~ TJC Theatre brings '‘Disenchanted!' this spring 





Normally, one would be able to sit in for a dress rehearsal performance. Now Jean Browne Theatre 
remains closed for all rehearsals for actors’ safety during COVID-19. 


appreciation course. If there is seating available after those seats are filled, then other “We hate to turn people away,” Smith said, “but we still would love to have all who can 


currently enrolled TJC students or faculty can attend. The department also wishes to not widely attend!” 


disclose the show dates for all productions this semester. If interested in attending shows, The department will also offer hand sanitization stations and social distancing in the lobby 
contact Lara Smith, theatre and performing arts department chair at, Ismi@tjc.edu or 903-510- alongside the reduced seating in compliance with COVID-19 safety measures. Refreshments 
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By Michael Bald 
Managing and Design Editor 







Due to the nature of the show, | will talk about 
spoilers. So, dear reader, you have been warned. 
“Wanda Vision” is a new show on Disney+ starring 
Elizabeth Olsen and Paul Bettany as, well, Wanda 
and Vision from the Marvel Cinematic Universe. 
In the first couple of episodes, the two appear to be 
in iconic sitcoms mimicking shows from various 


decades such as “The Dick Van Dyke Show” all the 
way to “Malcolm in the Middle.” The audience has 
no clue why they are in this television reality, but we 
know something’s not right. 

‘The crew behind the camera does an exceptional 
job at recreating the show's reflective of the time 
period. Even going down to get the correct aspect 
ratios and sound mixing to make it feel authentic. 

‘This show has gathered a lot of attention online 
with people giving mixed reviews. While I don’t 
think the show without its faults, I think some of the 
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Review: New doc brings viewers 
>-~----4nto fabled rapper’s storied past 
















By Chris Crymes Personal friends like Sean, “P. een 
Ea ee Cae Ded Gob eouseice criticism is harsh, such as fan theories not coming 
a Rs Moa true and typical CGI aaesant climaxes. For me, 
Christopher Wallace, or better intelligence of the rapper. These oe ue ae Tve been with a Marvel 
known as his stage persona: the interviews also include Wallace’s 4 eo he ai ze : Hee: Ol iB 
Notorious B.I.G., might be the 90's mother and others who have a deeply h Hobs e y at Ge ane cay) 
; ye sane ave been with their characters. Both of them were 
most recognizable figurehead So intimate memory of their time with 
recognizable in fact, the rapper has Wallace, and these are some heart 
almost become a superhero character, | wrenchingly earnest accounts. As a fan 
meaning most everyone can instantly of the man and his music, several of 
recognize his voice and face. However, __ the final quotes and footage brought 
not nearly as many take the dive into tears to my eyes, especially hearing 
the artist’s past behind his music. his mother stoically remember riding 
If you fall into that category, then through Brooklyn neighborhoods the 
“Biggie: I Got a Story to Tell” can day of her son's funeral. 
provide some well done, heartfelt ‘The only thing to complain about 
: insight to the 90s-rap legend’s from the documentary is it doesn't 
B tragically short life and career. bring much new information to 
i This new Netflix original the table for Biggie historians. But 
id documentary’s strongest aspect is a Biggie is so shrouded in mystery; a 
4 boatload of unreleased footage from _ straightforward celebration of the man 
Damion, “D Roc,” Butler’s personal can do wonders for the ever-expanding 
archives. Biggie’s lifelong friend, Butler hip-hop community and inspire more 
had the ingenious insight to begin back into rap’s hallowed origins. 
chronicling every possible moment This doc is a fantastic starting point 
with Wallace throughout their rise for those soon-to-be fans, plus this is 
_ from selling hard drugs to stardom. an incredibly well done chronicle for 


These tapes’ scanlines, content and grit those who know most of the facts. 

provided by the tapes’ scanlines enforce The film blends crisp, digitally shot 
realness to the documentary. _ footage of the interviewees with the 

_ These snapshots help transform original VHS tape to create a visually 
roie's life from legend to genuine, _ interesting je to geeaily 

pel ife: ve This realness comes transp : 
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them do whatever they needed to help Wanda. 


Review: 'WandaVision' marvels viewers 


required to give a lot of emotion to certain scenes, 
and they nailed every challenge. Olsen especially 
impressed me. Episode eight is where she really got 
to shine when Wanda faces the reality of why she 
was controlling Westview. These moments led to 
gutwrenching scenes in Wanda’s past and present. 

The final episode has without a doubt been the 
most controversial episode mostly due to the climax 
being a typical big CGI fight between Wanda and 
Agatha, the show’s “antagonist.” While I did think it 
was a little underwhelming due to this show being 
so different than anything Marvel has done, I don't 
think it ruined the entire show like some people 
online have claimed. 

‘There was also anger surrounding the casting of 
actor Evan Peters who was Quicksilver in Fox's 
X-Men franchise, into this series only to find out the 
show doesn't crossover into the X-Men. The casting 
was made as a red-herring. This didn't necessarily get 
to me, but I can understand the frustration among 
diehard Marvel fans. It felt like the same thing with 
the Mandarin character in “Iron Man 3.” 

My only complaint is Agatha. While actress 
Kathryn Hahn is exceptionally charming in her 
villainous role, I felt her storyline took away from 
what could have been a more personal story with 
Wanda. The whole story is about Wanda having to 
accept her losses throughout her life, from her family 
to her lover Vision. It could have been an internal 
psychological battle serving as the climactic battle. 

I am not the first to suggest this and I won't be the 
last, but Wanda is kind of a supervillain in this series. 
She goes to a town and mind controls everyone 
into playing along in her TV fantasy and mentally 
scars them for life. Not to mention the hundreds of 
government agents she’s hurt, as well. I know she lets 
them go and leaves to be secluded by herself in the 
end, but she has some serious crimes on her hands. 

‘The real heroes of the story; however, are the three 
S.W.O.R.D. agents: Monica, Jimmy and returning 
character Darcy, who was just delightful by the way. 
Throughout the show, they are trying to find a way 
to save the citizens of this town without trying to 
kill Wanda because they know she’s a good person 
deep down. While I believe they were a little less 
interesting than what was happening with Wanda, 

I don't think they should be getting the backlash _ 
they have, which was them being a grinding halt 
to the pace of the show, which they weren't. Their 
interactions are fun to watch, and it was fun seeing 


While “WandaVision’ is a little weak in some 
areas, it is still an intriguing show to watch. Shot 
hie week I ae ae es with ¢ a a groan 3 
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By Mary Mone 
Online and Copy Editor 


The Chi Tau Epsilon Honor Society 
has kick-started back into performing this 
spring semester, finding creative ways to 
share their love for dance. 

XTE is a national Honor Society that was 
created on the Texas Christian University 
campus to develop dance talent and to 
honor students in the field of dance. They 
offer opportunities for close communication 
and creative exchange between dance 
students, as well as providing scholarships 
through their department. 

Kristi Franks, professor of dance at 
TJC since 2016 and adviser of XTE since 
2019, was president of XTE at Texas Tech 
University. 

“We brought it to TJC and started the 
Rho Chapter in the fall of 2019 after we 
saw a need within the dance department 
for more performance and choreography 


opportunities,” Franks said. 
Though COVID-19, “wiped out all of 





ie au Epsilon Honor Society finds new ways to. { 


our performance opportunities last spring,” 
Franks said, during the fall the students 

got creative and produced a dance made 
for film. This spring semester the honor 
society continues to work on choreography 
and dances to be produced through the 
department’s annual student dance. Instead 
of large productions, XTE is working on 
smaller group dances that will include tap 
and hip-hop. 

XTE students who are “self-motivated 
and very capable of creating wonderful 
pieces of art,” Franks said, are excited to 
perform in the new space at the Rogers 
Palmer Performing Arts Center. The 
students will be able to hold the annual 
student dance performance in the center, 
but will have limited capacity in accordance 
with campus policy. 

Franks commented on the great 
opportunity dancers have with their 
program, being able “to practice their craft 
and perform any genre of dance for which 
they feel passionate.” 


Photo by Andrea Valdez 
Professor Stephen Stine is commended for his article over the all-girl radio station, 
WHER-AM. The article was recently featured in the West Tennessee Historical Society 
Papers 75-year anniversary issue. 


TJC professor honored in historical journal 


By Andrea Valdez 


Broadcast News Director 


Tyler Junior College history professor 
Stephen Stine has taught at TJC since 
1998. He attended Texas Tech University, 
the University of Memphis and Rutgers 
University. While working on his graduate 
degree at the University of Memphis, 

he wrote an article on the development 

of broadcasting in Memphis, Tennessee, 

which was home to the all-girl radio station 

WHER-AM. 

‘The article was written as part of Stine’s 

graduate work and in 2000 was published 

in the West Tennessee History Society 

Papers, which is a heritage organization 

that promotes state and local history in 

Tennessee. In 2020, the WTHS Papers 

republished a special edition issue with ten 

articles covering the 75-year anniversary of 
the WTHS. One of the ten works in the 
issue was Stine’s article. 

“The most important thing that I found 

about WHER was that when women had 

an opportunity to do something different, 
they were very successful at it,” Stine said. 

WHER-AM was on the air using the 

‘same radio station format for 20 years from 
1954 to 1974. Although it was not the only 
all-girl radio station format in the country, 
it lasted the longest. It was important 
to Stine to tell the stories of the women 
working on the radio station because it 
showed how far women in broadcasting 
have come and how far they will continue. 

“They were real pioneers in acquainting 

people with women in broadcasting and 

they showed that women could do, if given 
the opportunity, they could do anything 
they set their minds to doing. I hope that 
that’s what people will learn from the 
history of this radio station,” Stine said. 

‘The inspiration for the article came from 

Stine’s first wife’s aunt, Jan Gardner, and 

talked about the radio station and people 

working with the station. 

“She talked about her knowing people 
operating WHER. That got me interested 
in the subject, I started researching from 
there,” Stine said. “J think the reason the 
editor chose my article was it was one of 
the few articles in the 75-year history of the 


journal that wasn't about Elvis Presley or 


the Civil War.” 

While working on the article, Stine 
worked with the WTHS Papers editor 
who assisted him in his article by helping 
him think of what readers both needed to 
read and wanted to read. Along with the 
editor, Stine received a lot of insight from a 
professor at Freed-Hardmen University in 
West Tennessee since he knew the area well. 

“He gave me lot of good insight as to 
what people wanted to know and he had 
me expand on various areas, which made 
the article more interesting. It made my 
research more livelier and it gave people a 
greater insight as to what was going on in 
the 20 years that WHER was in operation 
as an all-girl radio station,” Stine said. 

As mentioned before, the WIHS 
celebrated the 75-year anniversary of the 
founding of the society by republishing 10 
articles that discussed significant events over 
a span of 75 years. One day after finding 
a note in his mailbox in the Jenkins Hall 
faculty workroom, it said there was a stack 
of journals for him. Stine said he found 
his article had made the special edition. 
The editor of the journal had sent him five 
copies of the special issue of the journal. 

“T felt like I had won the Nobel Prize. I 
was very pleased and quite honored that 
out of all the articles that have been written 
over 75 years of the journal that the editors 
thought mine was worth being part of the 
commemoration of the founding of the 
society,” Stine said. 

The WHER article was not the oe 
article Stine had written. Although 
his other articles are not a part of the 
commemoration, he had written several 
articles about broadcasting in Memphis that 
have been published through the history 
department at the University of Memphis. 

To read his article, go to the West 
Tennessee Historical Society website 
and click the top on the WTHS Papers 
tab. Look for the articles that say “1947- 
2015,” and scroll to the year 2000. The 
article is titled "The Role of Women in 
Early Memphis Radio Broadcasting and 
a History of WHER-AM, the 'All Girl’ 
Station in Memphis, 1955-1974." 


Photo by Cassidy Winborn 


Chi Tau Epsilon members practice on the lawn in front of the Vaughn Library. Professor 
Kristi Franks will continue to teach dance despite COVID-19 challenges. 





Wesley House offers students life skills 


By Jessica King 
Staff Writer 


The Wesley House has been giving 
students an opportunity to live among 
a faith-based community for the past 
eight years, according to Tabitha Rankin, 
director of the Wesley Foundation at 
Tyler Junior College. This ministry began 
in 2013 when Dr. Sunny Farley, former 
director of the Wesley Foundation at 
TJC, led the opening of TJC’s first 
Christian dorm. 

Though the Wesley House did not 
make its appearance on campus until 
2013, “the Wesley Foundation has been 
a part of the TJC community since 
the 1950s,” Rankin said. The Wesley 
Foundation is a campus ministry of the 
United Methodist Church, according to ° 

TJC: Orgsyne,and operates. two dorms “~~ 
that provide a safe and affordable living 
space for students to have opportunities 
to grow academically, spiritually, 
morally and socially, according to 
tylerwesleyhouse.com. 

The two dorms that make up the 
Wesley House were originally West 
and Lewis Hall, Elise Mullinix said in 
the article “Wesley Foundation creates 
second faith-based residence hall” 
published on TJC’s website in 2016. 

The Wesley House is now home to 
approximately 80 students each semester, 
Rankin said. 

Farley’s legacy remains in the Wesley 
House as her vision to create a place for 
students to grow as a disciple of Christ 
while they grow academically has turned 
into “one of the most amazing ministries 
that we offer our campus,” Rankin said. 

Students who reside in the Wesley 
House work together to make a 
difference on campus and in the 
community by improving its outreach to 


TJC’s student body over the past eight 


years, according to Rankin, and Samuel 
Akers, a 2020 graduate of the University 
of Texas at Tyler and resident assistant 
at the Wesley House, testified to the 
synergy between residents. 

“T think the biggest things that P'Il 
take away from Wesley House was the 
importance of teamwork. There were 
times where it seemed easier to go at life 
alone, but I learned quickly that working 
with a team for a comprehensive 
approach gave better outcomes in 
situations where we had to deal with 
complex problems in life and at work,” 
Akers said. 

The Wesley House continues to 
serve the [JC community with several 
programs. throughout the week. ‘he 
biggest weekly event, according to 
Rankin, is “Lunch on the Lawn” where 


Wesley. House-residents treat: faculty cand=--- 


students to free lunch from 11 a.m. to 1 
p-m. every Tuesday, Rankin said. 

In addition to “Lunch on the Lawn,” 
the lounge in building two of the Wesley 
House is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. for 
students to have a place to relax, study 
or have a snack, according to TJC's 
Orgsyne. — 

‘The Wesley Foundation also holds a 
night of worship at 7 p.m. on Thursdays 
at Fairwood United Methodist Church 
and a "Whata Wednesday" Bible study 
at 6 p.m. at Marvin United Methodist 
Church, according to “Wesley House 
Quarterly Fall 2020 Issue,” the Wesley 
House’s quarterly newsletter. 

For more information about the 
Wesley Foundation and Wesley 
House or upcoming events, students 
visit tylerwesleyhouse.com. Housing 
applications for the Wesley House are - 
also available at tylerwesleyhouse.com/ 
application. 





Photo by\ Mictoria Deal 


The Wesley House offers students the chance to know Christan students on n campt 


group, students can learn many life oe eae values. _ 
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a individuals are long overdue, but sweeping legislation | County,a 2020 Supreme Court case involving the firing beliefs may be oe 
i; ._.f aimmed to address discrimination based on sexual of a gay man based on his sexual orientation. The Supreme What many bill opponents fail recogniz 
; ientation and gender identity is making its way through Court ruled 6-3 in favor of the plaintiff, asserting that the Constitution outlines fundamental protections 
i -ongress. Lhe bill is an imperative, long-awaited extension Civil Rights Act’s S protections against discrimination on the or establishing any single religion i in the First . 
y _ of rights toward members of LGBTQ community who have basis of sex also applies to sexual orientation and gender Religious individuals are free to practice their religio 
) faced a long history of discrimination in the U.S. The Equality _ identity, according to NPR. However, no federal legislation the same protections, but allowing some people to freely 
Act passed in the House of Representatives on Feb. 25 and has _ has specifically protected individuals from discrimination discriminate against protected individuals under the guise of 
_been scheduled to move through the Senate. If it passes the _ based on sexual orientation and gender identity —thatis, any religion is a violation of that clause. As much as individuals 
Senate, President Biden can sign the bill into law. until the Equality Act was introduced. Just as they ruled in a have the freedom to practice their religion, they do not have 
_ The Equality Act extends preexisting protections that prevent number of civil rights cases in the 1960s, America’s judiciary the freedom to impose those beliefs on anyone. | 
_ sex-based discrimination under the Civil Rights Act. . system should understand preventing discrimination is more “Religion should never be used as an excuse for kad” “ 
Some states have passed individual bills offering protections important than protecting the right to discriminate. Hoskins said. “I know the basic principles of Christianity, and 
against LGBTQ discrimination, such as the 2020 Virginia ‘Ihe precedent set by Bostock v. Clayton County would those do not in any way include turning your back against 
Values Act that made Virginia the first Southern state to simply bind future courts to rule in accordance with its those in your community because of “ they ; are. Tn fact, Im 
enact non-discrimination policies for LGBTQ individuals, decision. However, by establishing the Equality Act as certain it's the opposite.” 
according to the Human Rights Campaign. However, 27 statutory law, non-discrimination protections for LGBIQ> Aside from religion, there is one central commonalicy 
states have passed no such legislation, according to the HRC. individuals would apply on a national scale and override most, _ between every protected characteristic under the Civil 
! “This means in those states, including Texas, discrimination if not all, state and local anti-LGBTQ policies. Individualsand Rights Act, which the Equality Act serves to extend — they — 
against an individual's sexual orientation or gender identity is businesses could also refer to a specific piece of legislation to are inherent. Age, sex, national origin, disability and sexual 
still legal to some extent. The HRC estimates those 27 states enforce their rights and decisions. orientation are not choices. Every individual deserves to live _ 
[ without statutory protections house an estimated 165 million Such legislation has been met with a wave of backlash from their lives free from discrimination against the traits they were 
| _LGBTQ Americans who are likely severely affected bysucha some religious institutions, especially Christian denominations, _ born with. That is the most fundamental beauty of living in — 
_ lack of civil rights. In fact, several states have passed explicitly that claim these protections infringe on individuals religious America: it is a collection of diverse people protected by the © - 
_anti-LGBTQ laws, such as those restricting adoption among freedoms. The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops liberties on which the nation was founded.Ourlawsmake —_ 
| same-sex parents and prohibiting transgender students from claims that there is “no such systemic discrimination against no claim to who, or what, or which institution is better than 
. _ participating in school sports or using restrooms that align with people who identify as LGBT” and argues the Equality Act another and deserves to be favored, only that we are equal. _ 
their gender identity. directly harms individuals’ and organizations free exercise of Therefore, our identities should be equally sa guarded. Under ' 
_ “The LGBTQ+ community still has a lot to fight for, and religion, according to usccb.org. The Church of Jesus Christ of these basic American tenets, the Equality A - 
this bill is one huge example of that fact. Marriage equality Latter-day Saints, widely known as the Mormon church, and of a massive leap in the right direction. The 
_was a huge step, but it was by far not the last,” said Brittany the orthodox-based Coalition for Jewish Values have made only to demonstrate the American gover : 
Hoskins, vice president of the Pride of TJC, a support “ similar claims. Ihe Mormon church released a statement in for the voices of all people, but also to ensure the ic 
organization for LGBTQ students at Tyler Junior College. 2019 arguing the Equality Act endangers individuals’ ability liberty of LG BTQ citizens as they continue their - a8 equality. 
‘The need for the provisions of the Equality Act became to “serve faithfully and live openly according to their religious oo 
The Equality Act was pinpo ae by Rep. David Cicilline and serves to prohibit “discrimination based on sex, sexual orientation, 
and gender identity in areas including public accommodations and facilities, education, federal funding, employment, housing, — 
credit, and the jury system,” according to congress.gov. The act has garnered both support and opposition for its content. Here 
\ are two staff editorials on the matter at hand; above is for and below is against. 
Act | d ligion, d ide ' lity for all’ 
Pin ioeces religion, GQOes not provide equallly IOF a 
espite many religious organizations having major Equality Act on coalitionforjewishvalues.org. The Equality toward federal security grants for Orthodox Jewish synagogues, 
concerns of threats to their first amendment Act has been promoted as a fight against discrimination and and threats for students at religious colleges of no longer being 
rights, the House of Representatives passed the bigotry. “In truth, it’s a fight against freedoms guaranteed by the _ able to receive federal student loans and grants because of their 
Equality Act on Feb. 25. The Equality Act says it will prohibit Constitution — and observations so common as to be shared views on marriage. This wouldn't only be a valid problem to 
discrimination but the act actually discriminates against by both radical feminism and traditional religion,” Chart and students, but also to business owners. 
innocent children and those with deeply held traditional or Menken said on coalitionforjewishvalues.org. “We agree entirely “The bill would also limit people’s ability to defend 
religious beliefs. that the Equality Act is a fatally flawed, and even hateful, piece themselves against discrimination claims by overriding the 
In addition to many non-church-owned groups that of legislation,” they said. Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA), the 1993 law that 
don't support the new act, religious organizations, such as Menken expressed his thoughts about the effects the act will protects the religious exercise of individuals and institutions,” 
the Catholic Church, the Coalition for Jewish Values, the have on Jewish practices. In addition to unfair athletic changes, | Shimron said. “That means a bakery would no longer be able 
Evangelical Church and the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, all Menken claims “the Equality Act similarly demands that to deny its wedding cake services to a same-sex couple by using 
vehemently oppose the Equality Act. . biological men be given access to women's bathrooms, changing — the RFRA defense, for example.” 
According to the United States Conference of Catholic facilities and shelters. Religiously motivated Orthodox Jewish Tom Gjelten, the correspondent for religion and belief at 
Bishops, “Ihe Catholic Church is the largest non-governmental _ practices, such as separate seating at public events and separate | WVIK(90.3 FM), wrote the act would extend a provision 
provider of human services in the United States, helping hours for exercise facilities (especially swimming pools) would under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act that explains institutions 
millions of Americans in need through its parishes, schools, be illegal.” In his opinion, the Equality Act specifically strips engaging in racial discrimination can be barred from federal 
hospitals, shelters, legal clinics, food banks and charities.”Since away protection of religious practice guaranteed under the funds to now cover discrimination based on sexual orientation 
the Catholic Church helps millions of Americans via charities, Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993, which “prohibits and gender identity. “Many faith-affiliated schools, however, 
one might ask why the Catholic Church opposes the Equality any agency, department, or official of the United States or any require that students abide by strict moral codes related to 
Act, which claims to be humanitarian. To clarify beliefs on the State (the government) from substantially burdening a person's _ sexual conduct, or they have gender-segregated housing that 
Equality Act, the USCCB released a statement saying “Human __ exercise of religion even if the burden results from a rule of does not accommodate transgender people,” Gjelten said. This 
dignity is central to what we believe as Catholics. Every person _ general applicability,” according to congress.gov. obviously would take away the federal funding from these 
is made in the image of God and should be treated accordingly, Chart and Menken also discuss the extremism of the Equality schools. 
with respect and compassion. That means we need to honor Act. According to them, civil rights legislation is intentionally ‘The Equality Act campaigns on equality for all, but if passed, 
every person's right to be free of unjust discrimination.” a blunt legal instrument designed to fix ongoing racism against will infringe upon the religious liberties of traditional groups 
Beginning by saying the bill is well-intentioned but descendants of former slaves. “The Equality Act thus deems who don't believe in same-sex marriage or sex reassignemnt. 
ultimately misguided, the USCCB resolves the act, a religiously motivated refusal to participate in a same-sex No group should have its rights taken away, and citizens with 
“discriminates against people of faith, threatens unborn life, marriage to be no different than a KKK member's refusal to differing opinions should practice respect instead of trying 
and undermines the common good.” They believe the act. —_—_cater a multiethnic couple’s nuptials. This means that ina world _ to have law conform to their ideologies. A middleground for 
will not only force religious establishments to host functions where the Equality Act is law, traditional religious practices are people of opposing sides is the Fairness for All Act, introduced 
violating their beliefs, but also jeopardize prohibitions on just as unacceptable as Jim Crow.” by Rep. Chris Stewart of Utah. According to the Council for 
the use of federal taxpayer funds, which could pressure the Also, the Seventh-Day Adventist Church opposes the Christian Colleges and Universities, “This initiative seeks to 
performance of abortions by health care providers against their Equality Act, according to AdventistReview.org. “While find a way to simultaneously combine federal protections for 
, consciences. the Seventh-Day Adventist Church firmly believes that religious freedom and for LGBTQ persons, two ‘sides’ that have 
mn The Evangelical Church also believes the Equality Act is an everyone is created in the image of God and should be treated _ often viewed their protections as being violated by the existence 
nd infringement upon religious liberty. The National Association of _ with dignity, compassion, and respect, the church remains of protections for the other.” The Fairness for All Act creates 
nt Evangelicals President, Walter Kim, mentions how the Equality concerned that the Equality Act as drafted would further legal protections for LGBTQ persons in areas of public space 
a Act favors one group's freedoms over another's. “Instead of erode the religious liberty of faith communities and their like employment, housing, stores, restaurants, financial services 
¢ offering carefully crafted win/win solutions that respect-the members,” AdventistReview.org said. and jury duty services. While providing those protections for 
a needs of all Americans, the Equality Act pits LGBT persons The Adventist Review believes the legislation would make LGBTQ persons, the Fairness for All Act would add to the law 
iy : against those who believe that God created humans as male no allowance for communities or individuals of faith to hold the “full scope of religious rights ensured by the Constitution,” 
. and female, and that sexual intimacy is a precious gift from God traditional views of marriage and gender. They also state the according to cccu.org. 
reserved for marriage between a woman and aman,” Kim said. _act fails to provide protections that would allow social service, The Equality Act currently being presented to the 
In a statement released by the NAE, the concern of religious humanitarian and educational organizations to continue to serve. Senate is an oppression on religious freedom that needs to 
charities being regulated is raised. “The version of the Equality The president of the North American Division of the be opposed. To stop the Equality Act from being passed 
Act passed by the House of Representatives would pressure Seventh-Day Adventist Church, G. Alexander Bryant and hindering First Amendment rights, citizens should 
institutions to change their religious beliefs or withdraw from responded to the legislative developments. “People of faith play __ sign petitions, be open to conversation within their own 
the public-private partnerships that make our charitable sector __ a vital role in our country, and I’m encouraged to see their values communities, and when needed, protest. Respect for every 
so dynamic. If it becomes law, it would tear ey as of being considered in this important conversation. We need to human being is the main concern for each side of this issue, 


” 


contentious litigati on, nae.net states. — zs find a way to protect the rights of all Americans ina fairand _ but even with disagreements, it's important to treat others 
The Evangelical Church believes her than promoting —_balanced way,” Bryant said. with dignity. According to Winston Churchill, “Courage is_ 
ull equality f ( ac Sback ge According to Yonat Shimron, National Reporter and Senior what it takes to stand up and speak; courage is als. what it 

tor on pein com many Broups are predicting what takes to sit down and listen. eal If one fe OU 









By Jessica King 
- Staff Writer 


Her suitcases, packed. She would leave everything behind 
in pursuit of her "yes" to tell the story of Jesus in an art form 
she realized helped people discover their identity. That art 
form? Spoken word poetry. Hosanna Wong, at 21-years-old, 
could not ignore the calling that made her heart beat out 
of her chest, so she embarked on her cross-country journey 
with only God and her poetry to keep her company. 

“I just really wanted to do something that helped people 
and something that mattered, but all I knew how to do was 
this poetry thing that I loved,” Wong said. “I decided that 
I wanted to help other people share their stories. 1 needed 
people to know how free they could be, like I found out.” 

Spoken word introduced itself to Wong on the streets of 


Bernal Heights, San Francisco, California, where hip-hop and, 


freestyling raised her to express the emotions brought on by 
tough sights and experiences. 

“T learned through the spoken word community or the hip- 
hop community on the streets how valuable people’s stories 

















Photo Courtesy of hosannawong.com 


fo ae a lot of risks in my career and I hi the © 


luxury that a lot of people don’t have is that I have failed a 


lot,” Wong said. “There’s something about failure that dea of 
frees you.” 

One of these proud failures, she explained, was roughly . 
five years into her career when she lost all of her projects in a 
warehouse fire, which caused her to have to start from scratch. 

“T started finding my identity in this good thing that I do, 
this Godly thing that I do, and then when I lost it all, I had 
to remember that in what I do have or what I don’t have that 
God is enough,” Wong said. 

An excerpt from Wong’s spoken word poem, "These 
Waters," reflects this feeling. “I can trust God with my life/ 
God has a plan for me/I was born with a purpose/I was born 
with talents/I was born with a mission to set the captives 
free/I can trust God with my life.” 





Hosanna Wong is a spoken word artist, author and Wong wrote this piece in the midst of her loss, sitting 

on top of a laundromat dryer, as she was inspired by Jesus’ 
disciple, Peter, and his response to Jesus calling him to walk 
on water to meet Him. It had become clear to her that people 
are a lot like Peter. Her poem continues with “There’s a little 


bit of this lack of trust manifesting within all of us/Because 


were, Wong said. The authenticity of the artists on those 
San Francisco streets inspired Wong to adopt spoken word __ international speaker sharing stories of God. According 
poetry to share her own story and process her emotions. After to hosannawong,com, Wong, under the name Hosanna 


Wong found Jesus, however, her faith began to overflow in her Poetry, has released two spoken word albums Maps, 
poetry. Boots, and Other Ways We Get There (2013), and 


“I did not discover it as a way to share the story of Jesus, Figless (2015). She has also authored two books, | Have 


but because it was something I loved and enjoyed and worked a New Name (2017) and Superadded (2018). 


hard to try to be good at. It was all I had, it’s just what I used,” 
Wong said. 

Wong discovered the impact her poems were making on 
the streets as questions began to arise from the community 
about the God she spoke of. Everything clicked. Her passion 
had met her calling. It worked, and because it worked, she 
performed her poetry again the next day. And the day after 
that. And every day since that day because she watched people 
decide to follow Jesus. 

“If you wanna talk about calling, I feel called to tell people 
how loved and valuable they are and spoken word has worked 
as a way to do that, so I’ve been using spoken word,” Wong 
said. Wong said she rose to the challenge of allowing God to 
use everything she was, where she was, to fulfill the calling of 
loving those next to her. 

Wong strives to convey the importance of knowing love and 
value in her poems, which made an impact on Kassidi Kelley, 
a University of Texas at Tyler student who attended Wong’s 
spoken word concert in January at Friendly Baptist Church. 





“As I was taking in what she was saying, I was thinking, 
“Wow, there is a God above who wants me,” Kelley said. 

In her most famous piece "I Have a New Name,” Wong lists 
the names God calls His children. One name, “greatly loved,” 
resonated with Kelley. 

“It was amazing to hear those words from someone who 
truly means it. My God loves me to no end,” Kelley said. 

For the last 10 years, Wong’s "yes" to traveling the world as 
God's messenger telling the story of Jesus through her poems. 
In the beginning of pursuing her calling, however, love was 

not reciprocated in the support from her friends or family. 
While no one went with her at first, Wong expressed she had 
valuable time to cultivate her personal relationship with God. 

“Those times alone with God are significant and important 
and valuable to be closer to the most important relationship in 
your life. Then, when you build more relationships, you have 
this foundation of the most important relationship in your 
life,” Wong said. 


we stop staring into the eyes of Jesus/And start looking at 
how scary/The waters are beneath us/But Jesus wants us to 
step out/To stop drowning in the sea of doubts/And start 
to walk on this water/He wants us to dive in/Into all his 
kingdom has to offer." 

Wong realized through her loss how fickle the world’s 
opinion is about her. “One day they'll hate you. One day 
they'll love you,” Wong said. By overcoming the world’s 
judgment of her career, she lives in freedom knowing she has 
failed before and has survived every time. 

“God is trustworthy," she said. “God is enough.” 

As she reflects on her journey in following God's calling, 
Wong said, “I set off to do something, but God was never 
calling me to do something. He was calling me to become 
someone, and I think I’ve learned a lot about who I am 
without all of this. By doing all of this, I’ve learned who I 
am without all of this, and as long as this works, I’m going to 
keep doing it.” 


TJC volunteer options abundant despite COVID-19 


By Brianna Murphy 
News Editor 


Tyler Junior College continues 
to offer volunteer opportunities for 


guided by special interest. 

“It’s been more challenging with 
recent COVID guidelines for some of 
them to accept volunteers, 
"On campus, student organizations 


and service opportunities through 
TJC’s OrgSynce. 

“OrgSync is a great place to start 
in searching by category for service 
iL o,e e ” 
opportunities right here on campus, 


”’Tyler said. 


students with oo. 19 regulations 
in place. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
TJC students have found it difficult 
to find volunteer and service 
opportunities on campus. “There’s 
lots of service opportunities but a 
lot of them are hosted by the various 
organizations,” Lauren Tyler, director 


of Student Life, said. TJC’s student 


_ and school ran organizations offer 


must follow TJC’s COVID-19 
guidelines, applying to all volunteer 
efforts,” Tyler said. “The biggest thing 
is making sure people are wearing 
their mask and physical distancing, 
minimizing the group sizes, just to 
ensure everyone is safe.” 

The COVID-19 protocol applied to 
classroom settings is transferred onto 
organizations afhliated with TJC, but 
outside services will have their own 
respective protocols. Students can find 


Tyler said. The Student Life Center 
offers advice for students looking for 
service opportunities if they are facing 
difficulties in searching. 

“{ Students can] reach out to the 
organizations, go to OrgSync, search 
by service category, contact our office, 
and look for non-profits within Tyler 
and Smith County,” Tyler said. 

Volunteering can benefit both the 
organizations and students that donate 
their time. 

“A lot of students do not have work 
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international game 


developers acai 
academic chapter 


several volunteer opportunities more information about organizations 

























experience, so volunteering, even 
servicing at an intern capacity, is 
another way to gain some work 
experience because they may 
not have that experience in that 
certain field,” Tyler said. 

Students should “look 
for something that they are 
passionate about or care about 
and then pursue that sort of 
non-profit organization or that 
organization to volunteer with,” 
Tyler said. Selecting volunteer 
opportunities that align with 
student’s talents, passions, and 
career paths can reap multiple 
benefits. Regarding volunteer 
searching, “you are going to 
be more passionate about 
volunteering there and Oe it 
more,” Tyler said. 

Students in search of volunteer ‘tay? nt 
efforts can visit orgsync.tjc.edu RES! 
for more information about on- re | f 
campus service opportunities. 





Promoting international reach 
and networking for the game industry. 
We also host weekly gaming events 
for all TJC Students! 





Carol 
fae (7 t} 


act: 
Photo by Brianna Murphy 
TJC's Green Committee recycles every month following COVID-19 guidelines 
while promoting volunteer efforts on campus. The committee is one of many 
organizations offering volunteer opportunities for students. 
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